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Cumberland Valley Analytical Services recently subscribed to Bipea, a European laboratory proficiency
testing organization. Bipea provides a number of check testing programs including ones for forages,
feeds, and silages (www.bipea.org).

There is limited availability of check testing resources available from the U.S. The Bipea service provides
us with a range of forage, feed, and silage materials that are validated for a large range of nutrients.
This will allow us to validate our methods on an international level, supporting our service provision
both in and outside of the U.S. By contrast, the NFTA program only certifies for protein, ADF, NDF, and
dry matter on pre-dried and ground materials (primarily alfalfa hay) which is not consistent with the
needs of the nutritional services industry.

Our evaluation of the first check sample lined up very well with certified results on a dehydrated alfalfa
sample:

Bipea Results Summary - Dehydrated Alfalfa Hay

Nutrient CVAS Official
Dry matter 91.8% 91.7%
Ash 11.7% 11.8%
Total protein 16.0% 16.4%
NDF 42.5% 42.2%
ADF 32.5% 32.4%
Lignin 7.20% 7.29%
Calcium 2.16% 2.17%
Phosphorus 0.23% 0.22%
Magnesium 0.18% 0.17%
Zinc 21 ppm 20 ppm
Copper 6.0 ppm 5.5 ppm
Dry matter by NIR 92.2% 91.7%
Ash by NIR 11.9% 11.8%

Total protein by NIR 17.5% 16.4%



